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My AEFCO Experience  
By Austin Lux 

My name is Austin Lux and this 

was my first year at the AEFCO 

summer camp.  At orientation, 

the night before camp began; 

I was given the impression that 

this camp would be a basic 

introduction to aviation.  I was 

wrong.  The first week of camp 

was mostly bookwork where 

the students learned the basics 

of flight.  Although bookwork 

can get monotonous, our in-

structors kept us inspired with 

Young Eagle rides, and some 

instruction flights with certified 

flight instructors.  

 

My favorite part of the camp 

was week two where our in-

structors took a more practical approach 

towards flight instruction, with countless 

flights both instruction and Young Eagle.  

One of the best parts of this week was the 

cross-country flight we took on Thursday 

where we used flight plans that we created 

the day before to navigate to Limon and 

back.  

 

All throughout the AEFCO camp we were 

introduced to all areas in aviation, from 

fighter pilot to engineer, through numerous 

guest speakers.  We learned how actual air-

ports operate in our visit to the Colorado 

Springs airport, and we explored less com-

mon aviation areas in paragliding and ultra 

light aircrafts.  

All in all, I was very impressed with the 

AEFCO summer camp.  It offered many ex-

cellent opportunities to its participants.  With 

a team of highly qualified instructors and 

dedicated volunteers, the AEFCO members 

provided everyone in the summer camp 

with a once in a lifetime experience.  

 

What is a performance chart?   

 

Read Chapter 8 and be ready 

for   class on Saturday. 
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òA Letter From Hankó 

To All Summer Flight Experience Participants:  

 
I truly believe this was our best 

camp ever.  I have had a chance 
to relax a little and reflect on our 
activities.  I just reread our end of 

camp surveys.  It seems we met 
or for the most part exceeded our 

students expectations as well as 
our own.  I think this is a unique 
experience that doesnôt happen 

anywhere in the world.  It can 
only be done with the tremendous 

effort of all the volunteers and full 
cooperation of the students.  It 
also takes the financial support of many contributors.  I am extremely grateful to all of them.  

Through their support we were able to buy a substantial amount of flight instruction time.  We 
fed the hungry and purchased supplies.  The EAA Chapter 72 pilots shared their time and air-

craft expense with the students providing extended Young Eagles flights.  They were very 
popular!  Chris Bateman and his helicopter and Ricky Campbell and Keith Butler with the King 

Air made a big hit.  Bruce McCombs with his tour of his remarkable aircraft were a delight.  
 
I am particularly pleased by the increase in volunteers this year.  Their help was critical to our 

success with the large increase in students.  Richard Martin kept the Young Eagle operation 
running smoothly with great assistance from Vann Norred.  Eric Gustafson did a superb job 

teaching about engines and instruments.  Garret Myers did extremely well with radio and ATC 
procedures.  Bill Clothier helped a great deal with airspace and in many other areas.  The food 
crew of Esther Smith, Tracy and Carrie Bidus and Mary Anne, kept everyone happy with the de-

licious meals they prepared.  Volunteer drivers delivered us to and from Peterson AFB.  Sandy 
Martin did miracles in producing all the paper work.  All of these and more made everything go 

very, very well.  The powered parachute people were great as well our guest speakers:  Guy 
Neddo, Andy Travnicek, Shawn Bailey and Craig Mills.  The very popular Navy Carrier Pilots 
presentation arranged by Vann were a big hit with all.  Our field trip to the Colorado Springs 

Control Tower and the 302nd Airlift Wing and C -130ôs was 
liked a lot by the students.  

 
New this year was ñThe Caveò.  This was a group of older stu-
dents, most of whom had been to camp before, who met 

separately in the newly established downstairs classroom.  
Garret Myers led his group in their academic endeavors.  

Chris Bateman introduced them to weight and balance and 
others supported as needed.  The ñCave Peopleò liked this 
chance to work with older students in a small group.  Lori 

Denning, a third year student, got the new people integrated  
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with the older ones with team building exercises.  She kept them working in small groups when 

they were not flying.  This was invaluable to me.   
 

This year for the first time we had the students the FAA written test questions on engines, in-
struments, aeronautics, and airspace. The results were impressive.  This was not a real favorite 
with the students, but necessary for them to see what is ahead if they want to have a flying ca-

reer.  
 

Our flight instructor team of Joe Kuberka, Don Johanson, 
Jack Dhooghe, Jeff Moore, Ryan Gibson, and Craig Mills 
was outstanding.  They all volunteered their time and tal-

ent and we had a record number of flight instruction hours 
given.  The FBOôs  who supported, American Aviation, Vi-

sion Real Estate, Colorado Springs Aviation, and A -cent 
Aviation were great.  All of our young Eagle Pilots did out-
standing work and were very popular with the students.  

Since we had a limited budget, the Young Eagles flights 
helped immensely to provide more flight time to such a 

large number of students.  
 

It was a joy to work with both adults and the students.  
The students were a very diverse group.  Some had been to several camps.  Some had been 
with us in the monthly study sessions and nearly half had never seen us before.  They were all 

talented, enthusiastic, and supportive of each other.  They loved the flying experience and most 
have expressed a desire to continue with AEFCO activities.  

 
I think we had a good plan to start with.  All the help and support from our Aviation Community 
allowed us to have a safe and exciting Summer Flight Experience.  It enriched the lives of our 

students and increased their desire to seek Aviation and Space careers.  
 

It has been a wonderful thing for me to have had the opportunity to work with everyone who 
has helped make these four camps such a success.  Thanks for your support!  
 

Hank Bartlett,  
Camp Director  

 òA Letter From Hankó 
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Thanks to those who contributed to this newsletter: 
Garret Myers  (Photos) 

Hank Bartlett 
Austin Luc 
Sean Brinlee 



FAA Exam Preparation  
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AEFCO Summer Academy ñWhat I Learned  
By Sean Brinlee 

After receiving confirmation about attending this 

camp, I was very excited for this camp.  When I went 

there on the Saturday to help clean up, I had the im-

pression that it was going to be completely classroom 

oriented with maybe one flight to show us some basic 

thingséI was wrong.  The Young Eagle pilots and 

instructors gave us many flights in many planes, about 

2-3 hours worth of flight time (Including one or two 

bona fide instructional flights).  There was so much 

offered in this class.  
 

This was a camp put on by the AEFCO (Aviation Edu-

cation Foundation of Colorado) to help the individuals 

selected to educate them on aviation.  Not only did it 

teach basic flight and how much fun it is to fly, it 

taught us that it isnôt an easy road to be a pilot.  We 

were tested multiple times on some chapters in the 

Jeppesen Private Pilot text book that we all labori-

ously studiedéand if we did well we were rewarded 

with some more flight time.  These 

tests were not questions invented 

by the staff, but they were ques-

tions on official FAA tests, very 

difficult.  This most defiantly put any aviation career 

path in perspective, but we all came to the consensus 

that the downsides of aviation are heavily out-

weighed by the benefits.  

 

One of the most surprising things about this camp 

was the amounts of things we got to do our-

selves.  We took Young Eagle flights in which we got 

our hands on the stick for a while.  We also got at 

least one bona fide instructional flight in which we 

were in the left seat and we did some flying by our-

selves (just as if you paid the CFI you were with), but 

the instructors with us could easily grab the controls 

at any time.   

Pilot Prep Classes  

Saturday, September 6, 2008 

9:00 AMñMLAA Hangar  

Reminder!!! 

Classes Start A
gain 

é.and if we did 

well, we were 

rewarded with 

some more 

flight time. 

Continued on page 4 
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AEFCO Summer Academy ñWhat I Learned  

 

  
Most of us got to fly to Colorado Springs Airport and talk to the tower (one of the more difficult things).  There 

was a cross-country flight to Limon and down to the Hugo VOR where we got to do some navigational 

work.  When we couldnôt have our hands on the controls, we made calls on the radio, increasing our communi-

cations skill (we also made radio calls while in control).  We learned all of communications and a lot about 

flight in the classroom so we werenôt completely confused about what we were doing.      
 

There was much diversity with the staff and guests.  Some of the people were very interesting.  Through all of 

these guests and staff we learned about many ways to get in to the world or aviation.  The favorite guests of the 

students were the Top Gun Instructors, who had a very interesting presentation.   There were many others in-

cluding an Air Force pilot, the Commandant of Cadets at the Air Force Academy and ex-U2 pilot, a helicopter 

pilot (my personal favorites), an Aerospace engineer, Airline pilot, Army Pilots, Marine Pilots, Air Force Pilots, 

and many other interesting staff and guests.  We received a ride on a Eurocopter from the helicopter.  There was 

a Beechcraft King Air that was supposed to come, however only a few students got rides on it because it broke 

down. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this program and most will be attending the once a month Ground School type 

program offered (for free), and most aspire to get their license at some time.  Everybody got along at the camp, 

everyone got along with one another, including with the staff.  These people spent an excess of 9,000 dollars on 

us, and an estimated 20,000 with the extra things, like Instruction flights.  All of the Young Eagle pilots volun-

teered their time, money, and aircraft to let us have a chance at flying.  There were many types of Young Eagle 

planes we flew, including a Cessna 310, Cessna Aerobat, RV-6, RV-4, Centurion, the favorite Cozy, and many 

other planes.  These are truly great people to volunteer so much money and time to educate us, a class of about 

25, on aviation.  

 

 Thank You!!! 
  

  

Continued from page 4 
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Private Pilot Prep Course  

September 6 ñ 9:00 AM  

 

 Chapter 8 ñPerformance Charts  
 

  

Location for all events is the MLAA Hangar at 

13550 Piper Lane, Peyton, CO  80831  

Aviation Education Foundation of 
Colorado, Inc  
8340 Cessna Drive 
Peyton, CO  80831 

Phone:     
(719) 683-6587 
E-mail:  
wemartin@sprintmail.com  
Website:  
http://aefco.org  

 

AEFCO  
Board of Directors 

 
Richard Martin      (719) 683-6587 

Email:  wemartin@sprintmail.com 
Vann Norred             (719)  495-4984 

 Email:  vann@pikespeak.net  
Bill Clothier                (719) 487-8821 

 Email:  whczip@comcast.net 
Ed Hopkins                (719) 495-8300   
Esther Smith      (719) 637-0876 

 Email:  esthersmith@juno.com  
Lee Wolford      (719) 590-1370 

 

 
AEFCO Mentors 

  
 Hank Bartlett             (719) 594-9534  

Email:  bartlrm@comcast.net 
Joe Kuberka              (719) 659-5052 

 Email:  flybga@hughes.net 
John Lingwall           (719) 683-5599 

 Email: Hiperbipe@FalconBroadband.net 
John Read                (303) 648-3261 

 Email:  JohnDRead@aol.com 


